Abstract
Visuals. The significance of this tool for spreading information is evident in the rise of content creation to accompany traditional blocks of text or completely replacing the text. This paper has a focus of editorial cartooning through journalistic efforts to inform the public of certain wrongdoings, issues, or corruption. The reader is introduced to the first use of visuals in a newspaper through the insightful decisions of Benjamin Franklin as an editor but also writer, taken across decades to witness the role cartoons played for each of those moments, and informed on some of the most recent attempts of editorial cartooning. The main question that is studied involves uncovering the bigger issues the cartoons represent and what that says about the civilizations that have existed for many years. This study heavily relied on the archival, library research method to chip away at the complexity of editorial cartoons, to then draw parallels between different moments in time. Together, these points tell the reader that the visual should not be the focus for capturing the message, but the creator should be. It is simple steps towards verifying information that has the power to influence people’s decision-making. 
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